
AGE RELATED MACULAR 
DEGENERATION



EPIDEMIOLOGY

ÂLeading cause of vision loss in the 
elderly

Â25 million affected worldwide, 1.5 
million in the US, 3 million by 2020

Â1 in 10 at age 65

Â1 in 3 at 75 and older



Risk Factors

Â Increasing age

ÂSmoking

ÂElevated cholesterol and Hypertension

ÂGenetics



Pathophysiology

ÂProgressive degeneration and then cell 
death affecting the Cones and Rods 
and the supporting Retinal Pigment 
Epithelial cells in the central retina.


